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TRIBUTE 
Mirabehn (Madeleine Siade) 


evoted her life to human development 
and the advancement of 
Gandhi's principles 


Live as if you were to die tomorrow. 
Learn as if you were to live forever. 


- Kasturba 


FOREWORD 


The Karnataka Gandhi Smaraka Foundation has under 
taken various activities to meaningfully observe 150th 
anniversaries of Kasturba and Gandhiji, and to propagate, 
publish, and disseminate the thoughts and principles of 
Gandhiji’s through his literature is one of the important 
programs. Firstly, | express my thanks to two great 
- women Smt. Usha Ben & Pranati Pratap who gave us an 
opportunity to publish it. | am happy that we are able to 
publish the book on Kasturba on 150th birth anniversary 
year of Kasturba and Gandhiji. 


When Kasturba breathed her last, many expressed 
their heartfelt condolences and lauded her life struggle. 
We would like to share with you the homage paid to her 
_ that reflects her personality and character. 


Times of India paid a respectful tribute to her: 


“To become a wife of a great man Is difficult. She 
was a bold woman. She stays always in the minds of the 
advanced section of the society.” 


Selected portions of the long homage paid by 
Subhash Chandra Bose: She has died in British custody 
in Poona at athe age of 74. With 388,000,000 of my 
countrymen at home and with my compatriots abroad 
| share the deepest bereavement over the death of 


Kasturba. She died under tragic circumstances, but for 
a member of an enslaved nation no death could have 
been more honourable or more glorious. | pay my humbel 
tribute to the memory of that great lady who was a mother 
to the Indian people, | had the privilege of coming into 
frequent personal contact with Shrimati Kasturba, and 
| would sum up my tribute to her in a few words. She 
was the ideal of Indian womanhood - strong, patient, 
silent, self-sufficient. 


Kasturba was source of inspiration to the millions of 
India’s daughters among whom she moved and whom 
she met in the struggle for the freedom of her motherland. 
From the days of the South-African Satyagraha she has 
Shared with her great husband the trials and sufferings 
which have been their lot for nearly 30 years now. Any 
time Mahatma Gandhi launched a civil desobedience 
movement, Kasturba was at his side in the forefront of 
the struggle, an outstanding example to India’s daughters 
and a challenge to the sons of India not to lag behind 
their sisters in the fight for India’s independence. 


Kasturba has died a martyr’s death. That Kasturba 
died of heart disease in custody under the very eyes 
of her husband. They have had their criminal desire 
fulfilled, and it is nothing short of murder. But to us 
Indians at home and abroad, Shrimati Kasturba’s sad 
death in prison is a grim reminder that the British are 
bent on disposing of our leaders one after another in the 
most heartless manner. 


As long as the British remain in India these atrocities 
against our nation will continue unchecked. There is only 


one way in which the sons and daughters of India can 
avenge the death of Shrimati Kasturba Gandhi, and that 
is by the complete destruction of the Birtish Empire in 
India. 


Can we mask the fragrance of the valuable 
Kastur(scent)? Though the historians neglected Kasturba, 
not giving due recognition to her, like the Kastur, true 
to her name the fragrance of her greatness cannot but 
spread. 


Kasturba was fore front among the women who 
fought for freedom of India. Engaging completely in 
_ freedom struggle, she also played an important role in 
the socio-economic transformation of the country. Born 
in a middle class family, Kasturba who began her life as 
a true-life companion of father of the nation, Mahatma 
Gandhiji, was an epitome of truth, nonviolence, sacrifice, 
simplicity, and tolerance. She travelled across various 
parts of India and abroad along with Gandhiji. Having 
selected the life of an ordinary Indian woman, she 
fought throughout her life for the rights of Indian woman. 
She mobilized the Indian women to fight against the 
Marriage Act of 1894 in South Africa. She who began 
her struggle for society, continued it until her last breath 
on February 22, 1944 at 7.45 pm in Aga Khan Jail. 
She completely dedicated her life for the country. 
Kasturba was one among the leaders of the Champran 
Satyagraha, Non-cooperation movement, Prohibition 
of foreign goods, Swadeshi movement, Charaka—Khadi 
movement, Rajkot movement, Do or Die movement ,etc. 
She not only participated in various movements but gave 


inspiring speeches that made people to fight against 
social maladies. Her speech in South Africa, discussions 
with women, discussion on importance of Charaka and 
Khadi, discourses with Dalits, talks with Ashramites and 
mutual conversation of Bapu and affectionate talks with 
children unfolds not only her friendly nature but also 
inclusive character. 


Her life in Ashram stands out as a rare ideal and an 
example of selfless “Collective Life”. She looked after 
all the Ashramites, whether elder or younger, as her 
own children, guarded and sheltered them through her 
motherly affection and love and took the responsibility 
of Satyagrahis. Pure at heart, soul and body, Kasturba 
served everyone like an Annapurneswari (deity of food) — 
and led an impersonal life serving others throughout her 
life relentlessly. 


| thanks Usha Deedi and Pranati Pratap for writing . 
a short biography of such a jewel of India. | also thank 
Sri Woodey P Krishna, President of Gandhi Bhavan, for 
encouraging and co-operating in publishing this. book and 
writing a preface to the book. | thank Smt. Hemadevi B N 
for helping in translating the book. | express my heartfelt 
thanks to all the members of Gandhi Bhavan who always 
Supported and co-operated in our pro people activities. 
| express my thanks to Sri Mahesh and his team of 
Creative Arts for helping in the process of preparation 
and bringing out the book in a beautiful printed form. 


Indira Krishnappa 
Hon. Secretary, K.G.S.N. 


PREFACE 


This brief monograph on Kasturba Gandhi written by 
revered Usha Behen is a fitting tribute to a great personality 
who combined simplicity and faith with strong will and 
indomitable courage. It presents a moving picture of a 
woman who carved out an identity of her own and not 
let herself be swamped by the personality of her famous 
husband. Interesting anecdotes are used to bring out 
the personality of Baa, as she was affectionately called 
by Gandhiji, as well as well as her relationship with her 
husband through the many vagaries and experiments of 
their lives. 


What makes the monograph even more valuable is 
that it is written by Usha Behenji, a Gandhian in heart, 
soul and action who has devoted her life to upholding the 
Gandhiari ideal. | am happy that this priceless work is 
being published by Karnataka Gandhi Smaraka Nidhi to 
commemorate the 150th Birth Anniversary of Baa-Bapu. 


Dr. Wooday P Krishna 
President, K.G.S.N. 


The true measure of any society can be 
found in how it treats its most 
vulnerable members 


- Mahatma Gandhi 
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can not do anything, yesterday and 
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Kasturba 


Kasturba and Mahatma Gandhi were born in the town 
of Porbandar in the state of Gujarat in 1869. Kasturba 
was born in a happy, prosperous and cultured Kapadia 
family. Her father Gokuldas was in trading and his 
business spread all the way to South Africa. Her mother, 
Brijkumvar, was a religious woman by nature. Kasturba 
was the only girl in the family with one elder and one 
younger brother. Both the Kapadia and the Gandhi 
families lived in the same neighbourhood and had a 
good relationship with each other. Young Kasturba would 
often go and play at Gandhi’s residence. Kasturba and 
Gandhiji were engaged when they were seven year old 
and married at the age of thirteen. Kasturba became a 
young mother at the age of 15. Unfortunately, their first 
child survived only for a few days. 


When Mohan was thirteen year old, he had read that 
being loyal to one’s wife was every husbanda’s duty. This 
was embedded deep in his mind. Along with this, he had 
a firm belief that a wife shail be loyal to the husband as 
well. A wife shall obey her husband and shall not step 
outside the house without his permission. Independent 
_ minded Kasturba could not agree to this. 
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She would think, “Why there is a need to seek 
husband’s permission to go to the temple?” Due to such 
issues, the couple would often stop talking to each other. 
Not speaking to each other had become a common 
feature of this couple. 


Gandhiji always bothered that Kasturba was an 
illiterate. He wanted to tutor her. In spite of his repeated 
efforts, he did not succeed. In his biography Gandhiji 
writes, “Kasturba was not bothered about her illiteracy. By 
nature she was a simple, independent and hardworking 
woman.” 


As a young boy Mohan was scared of many things. 
He writes, “| was overwhelmingly scared of thieves, 
ghosts, snakes, etc. | was so much afraid that, | did not 
have courage to step out in the dark. | did not go in 
the dark and could not sleep without a night lamp. | 
feared thieves, ghosts and snakes. | feared that | may 
encounter them at night. | always insisted on a night 
lamp. My wife was more courageous than me. She was 
never afraid of snakes, or stepping out into the dark.” 
Describing the initial phase of their married life, Gandhiji 
writes in his biography, “lI was a loving, yet a very egoistic 
and suspicious husband. We used to have numerous 
fights. My suspicion was completely gone, only when | 
understood the subtle meaning of nonviolence and the 
importance of celibacy.” He further writes, “Once, after 
such a fight, | sent her back to her parents house and 
allowed her to come back only after giving her a hard 
time.” 
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As Kasturba was raised in an orthodox Hindu family, 
_ she adjusted with this behaviour of Gandhiji. Otherwise, 
it was not her nature to submit to anyone’s dominance or 
pressure. She would never tacitly agree to something, if it 
did not make sense to her. She was bold and courageous, 
and did not hesitate to express her thoughts to her 
husband, whether right or wrong. 


After this initial phase, Bapu became less and less 
insistent about his ways and Ba too assimilated the 
principles of Bapu’s life. Bapu writes, “l got the lessons 
of non-violent resistance from my wife. If she did not 
. accept my idea, she would not follow it. She would 
silently withstand all the hardships that | imposed on her. 
But she would never do something that she did not want 
to do. In the end, | would feel embarrassed and realise 
my unreasonable behaviour.” — 


In one of his letters Gandhiji writes, “Ba (means 
mother, Gandhiji addressed Kasturba as Ba, after he 
Started observing celibacy) was a woman with strong 
will power. In the initial days, | regarded her as an 
obstinate. But due to her strong willpower, she became 
my guru in the art of observing a non-violent way of non- 
cooperation.” 


Gandhiji was a dynamic person. He was an ever 
growing and evolving personality. The moment he was 
convinced of a thought or an idea, he had the ability to 
bring it into practice in his life with great intensity and 
passion. It wasn’t an easy task to follow his footsteps. 
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In the words of Mahadevbhai Desai (Gandhiji’s personal 
secretary), keeping pace with Gandhiji was like sitting on 
a spewing volcano. Kasturba remained a true companion 
of Gandhiji and continuously adopted her life to Gandhiji’s 
ever evolving perspective of life. 


in the earlier days of his life, Gandhiji had very specific 
ideas about wearing dress. At the time of bringing 
his entire family to South Africa, he thought it was 
inappropriate for the family to go to South Africa in the 
Kathiawadi dress (traditional dress of Gandhiji’s native 
place). He wanted the family members in European attire. 
He made sure that his sons wore a jacket and trousers. 
He bought Farsi Saris for Ba. He also forced everyone to 
wear shoes and socks. The boys and Ba were not used ~ 
to wear shoes. They found it very difficult to adjust. But 
everyone had to change the way they dressed. Gandhiji 
even introduced a modern dining in the house. A dining © 
table, chairs, spoons, forks, knives, etc. made entry into 
their kitchen. It was very difficult for Kasturba to adapt 
to these changes. | 


Meanwhile, Gandhiji’s idea of family became more 
and more inclusive. People from various countries, 
communities and castes with different cultural habits 
came to his house and became like his family members. 
It was Ba’s cooperation that made it possible. She took 
care of many people and satisfied their needs. Gandhiji 
had a successful law practice. His annual income was 
7SOO00£. But, he decided to give al! that and tead 
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a humble life. Ba had to adjust to all those changes. 
_ Gradually, Gandhiji became more and more involved 
with social issues. Nevertheless, he strictly adhered to 
his principles. One can imagine the mental and physical 
hardships Kasturba had to endure! Gandhiji’s ever 
evolving life of simplicity, service, restraint and sacrifice 
blossomed gradually to transform his life. With all these, 
Ba kept on adapting herself. 


Further, Gandhiji’s public life was becoming more 
and more extensive. Simultaneously, his own personal 
life was changing at a great pace. Gradually, Kasturba’s 
life became one with Gandhiji’s new life. In South Africa, 
Bapu faced many life-threatening attacks. He was told 
that it was not safe for him to move around alone. Many 
of his colleagues were willing to accompany him to ensure - 
his safety. Bapu did not accept any help. He would say, 
“| cannot live in fear. Let me face these.” Ba showed an 
exceptional courage at the time of such hardships. She 
would say, “Since you have taken to public life, | am 
prepared to face any consequences. Please do not worry 
about children or me. We will be fine.” 


As a wife, Ba regarded attending to all the needs 
Bapu’s as her duty. By nature she was very clean and 
orderly. She was very keen on maintaining punctuality 
about Gandhiji’s meals. During her last days, both 
Gandhiji and Ba were incarcerated in Aga khan palace. 
Even there, she was concerned about Gandhiji’s meals 
and would instruct the colleagues and attendants about 
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it. Bapu would sometimes say, “Why should we be so 
punctual in the jail?” then Ba would reply, “Even in jail, 
you remain so vigilant about your time. Then why should 
there be any irregularity in our meals?” 


Ba was particular about cleanliness. The brass pots 
and pans used in the kitchen had to be clean and shiny, 
if not so, the ashramites had to clean them again. 


Ba was a very simple person by nature. Once she 
asked Bapu, “Why do you demand the Englishmen to 
leave India? Our nation is very large. Everyone can be 
accommodated.” Bapu answered, “! do not want to 
sever the relationship with the Englishmen, but | want to 
change it. They can continue to live here, but not as our 
rulers, but as our fellow countrymen. Ba agreed to this 
answer and said, “You are right and they can continue to 
stay here as our fellow countrymen.” 


Once, Sarojini Naidu asked Gandhiji, “Who do you 
fee! is the most beautiful woman?” Gandhiji answered, 
“Undoubtedly, it is Kasturba.” Sarojini Naidu mentioned 
this to Ba. Very spontaneously Kasturba said, “Bapu 
never lies.” William Fisher, a reporter of Life magazine 
wrote, “Among all the beautiful woman that | have seen 
in my life, Kasturba was the most beautiful. Her face 
emanated the radiance of the spirit of devotion and 
dedication.” 


Ba was a very resolute person. During incarceration 
and sickness, in spite of the danger of losing her life, 
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she followed her rules diligently. When she was seriously 
ill, doctors felt that including meat soup in her diet 
alone would save her life. The doctors asked Gandhiji’s 
permission for it. Gandhiji said, “If it is acceptable to 
her, you can give it to her.” Ba deeply believed in Hindu 
religious (her family conventions). How could she agree 
to this? She said, “Human life is a rare gift. | do not want 
to make my body impure. | would rather accept death.” 


When Kasturba was sent to jail, the food in the jail 
was not suitable for her. She requested for fruits. Nobody 
paid attention to her request. Then she fasted for 3-4 
days. On the fifth day, her request was granted. But the 
amount of fruits that was provided was insufficient. But 
she remained firm in her decision not to eat the food 
provided in the jail. And somehow she managed with 
whatever she got. When she was released after three 
months, she was very weak and emaciated. 


Ba was not well educated, but being a Hindu woman 
she wanted to learn Gita and Ramayana. Bapu told 
Vinoba that Kasturba wanted to learn Gita and asked 
him whether he would be willing to spend daily 15- 
20 minutes to teach her. Vinoba agreed and said, “l 
will spend 24 minutes every day to teach her the 12th 
chapter of Gita.” Gandhiji wanted to know why Vinoba 
had chosen the 12th chapter of Gita. Vinoba replied, 
“Ba’s mind should not be burdened with various names 
and deep philosophical thoughts. The 12th chapter is 
about devotion and it is easy to understand.” 
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Narayan Desai, the son of Mahadevbhai (Gandhiji’s 
personal secretary) was staying in the same ashram. 
15 years old Narayan was learning Ramayana from 
Ramnarayan Chaudhari. Ba asked Narayan, “Why don’t 
you teach me Ramayana? What you learn in the morning, 
please teach me in the evening?” Narayan Desai wrote, 
“70 years old Ba started learning Ramayana from 15 
years old Narayan.” 


Ba and Bapu had spent sixty years together as 
married couple. Living with Gandhiji was like walking 
on a sword’s edge. In Gandhiji’s ever evolving life, new 
experiments were carried on and Ba would often adapt 
to it. Whenever she could not accept certain things due 
to her background or conventions, there would be some 
temporary bitterness between them. — In South Africa, 
Gandhiji accommodated his office employees in his 
house. Among them there was a clerk who belonged to 
the low casie. All those who stayed were given a urine 
pot to use at night. In the morning those pots were 
cleaned. Ba, who belonged to the higher caste, found it 
extremely challenging to clean the urine pot of a person 
from the low caste. Knowing very well that, if she did not 
clean it, Bapu would do it, she reluctantly did the work. 
Bapu realised that she was not doing the task willingly 
and he angrily said, “! don’t tolerate these things in my 
house.” Ba, who could not bear such a bitter talk, said, . 
“Then keep your house as you like, | am leaving the 
house.” Hearing to it, Bapu held her hand and took her 
to the door. He opened the door to let her out. Then Ba 
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said, “You have crossed all the limits. If someone sees 
us, it will be embarrassing to both of us.” Those words 
touched Bapu’s conscience and he silently closed the 
door. : 


When Gandhiji and his family were to leave South 
Africa and return to India. Many wealthy people gave 
him gifts made up of gold, silver and diamond. Gandhiji 
did not want to use it. He wanted to keep all those in a 
Trust. His dilemma was how to convince Kasturba about 
it. He had already used Kasturba’s personal jewellery, 
when he went to England. Kasturba argued, “You never 
allowed me to Wear my jewellery. That is ok. What 

about our future daughter-in-laws? We should have some 
provision for them.” One of those gift items contained a 
- diamond necklace gifted to Ba. Mentioning about it, Ba 
said, “You have no right on the necklace that has been 
gifted to me.” Listening to this, Gandhiji said, “Did you 
receive that necklace for your setvice or that of mine?” 
Ba replied, “My service is the integral part of the service 
that you have rendered. Along with you day and night, | 
did labour, was that not a service? What about the care 
and attention that | gave to all the guests who came to 
our house or stayed in the house? Did you not make me 
serve them in spite of my difference?” later, Ba accepted 
Bapu’s point of view, but definitely gave a piece thought 
to Bapu. 


Once, few untouchables, whom Gandhiji dearly 
called as Harijans (meaning God’s people) wanted to 
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observe fasting in the ashram. While permitting them 
to do so, Bapu asked them to choose a suitable room 
in the ashram. They chose Ba’s room. Bapu asked Ba’s 
permission. With some agitation Ba said, “They are your 
sons, why don’t you let them use your room?” Gandhiji 
said smilingly, “If they are my sons, it makes them your 
sons too.” Listening to that Ba became speechless. 
Immediately, she vacated her room and gave it to those 
people. Those men were not very clean and orderly. Ba, 
who was so insistent on cleanliness, silently bore with 
it. Not only that, occasionally she inquired about their 
fasting and health. 


As per the Indian tradition, during the wedding, two 
Stars known as Vasishtha and Arundhati are shown to 
the bride and the bridegroom. Arundhati means a wife 
who doesn’t create obstacles in the path of her husband’s 
progress. Wife is supposed to progress in conformity with 
that of her husband. Speaking about Kasturba, once 
Gandhiji said, “She never stopped me in my efforts to 
lead a pure life. And it was due to this, that in spite 
of having a substantial disparity in our intelligence and 
Strength, our life together was happy, contented and 
ever evolving.” 


In the initial phases of the ashram life, Bapu would 
Say that he was not able to convince Ba to get rid of the 
thought of practice of untouchability. But, the very next 
moment he would also say that in spite of all this, if he 
had to choose a companion for many lives to come, he 
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would definitely choose Kasturba. 


Kasturba had a habit of drinking coffee. Some 
ashramites asked, “Gandhiji, why don’t you ask Kasturba 
to give up coffee”? Gandhiji answered, “Ba has already 
given up so many things. If | ask her to give up coffee, | 
prove myself to be an unfair husband.” After some time 
Kasturba gave up drinking coffee. 


One of the Gandhiji’s colleagues and an ashramite, 
Kaka Kalelkar writes, “Ashram was a school of life 
founded on strong principles.” All the rules were followed 
very strictly in ashram. Kasturba was a repository of love 
and care. She was like a mother to all the ashramites. 
In some occasions, her love would prompt her to go_ 
against the rules of the ashram. In such occasions, Bapu 
would give in and treat Ba as an exception and_ allow 
her to do the things, her way. Among all the ashramites, 
Ba was the only one in front of whom Bapu would give 
in. Bapu would sometimes, humorously say, “! am afraid 
of you, Ba!” As Bapu was physically weak, Ba would 
insist that he takes adequate rest. Then Bapu with a 
sense of humour would say, “You torture me more than 
the British do.” 


Ba was a very good cook. She was fond eating, as 
well as feeding others. During her last days, when she 
was ill, she requested Manubahen to prepare snacks for 
Dr Gilder. She also asked her to make sweet bread for 
everyone. Then she said, “Even | like to eat the sweet 
bread today. Please go and ask if Bapu too wants to eat 
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it?” Concerned about Ba’s health, Bapu said, “I! shall 
eat the sweet bread only if Ba doesn’t eat.” That very 
moment Ba decided not to eat it. Later she distributed 
the sweet bread to everyone with lot of love and affection. 


During the last years of her life, Ba was with Bapu 
in the jail at Aga khan palace. Bapu found some free 
time in the jail. So, he decided to resume his teaching to 
Ba. He began teaching her writing, history, geography, 
Gita and poetry. The 73 years old Ba became a student. 
She practiced writing on a slate. During that time the 
government was providing a notebook to all the inmates. 
Ba asked Gandhiji, “Please, request for a notebook on 
behalf of me?” Bapu answered, “Till you write well, 
you shall continue to practice writing on the slate.” Ba 
did not like this talk. Immediately, she kept the slate on 
the table and said, “It is enough. | do not want to learn 
anymore.” 


Ba loved singing devotional songs. During her last 
days, even when she had trouble in breathing, she sang © 
devotional songs. The attendant who saw this requested 
Ba, “Ba, you are suffering, you will get exhausted. Please 
allow us to sing and you please listen to our singing.” Ba 
with a deep conviction said, “How the uttering the name 
of god causes exhaustion?” 


22nd February, 1944 was a sad day. At 3 o'clock, 
Ba’s son Devdas brought Ganga water. Ba took some 
drops of Ganga water and said in a weak voice, “Nobody 
shall cry and become sad, when | am gone. My death 
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shall not be the cause of grief. It shall be an event of 
joy.” She closed her eyes and said, “Oh God, you are my 
saviour, | am surrendering to you.” That day at 7.35 
pm, with her head on Bapu’s lap, she breathed her last. 


On Ba’s demise Bapu said, “I had never imagined a 
life without Ba. She was an inseparable part of me. With 
her death | am feeling that | am incomplete. | am missing 
her more than | had imagined. Without my knowledge, 
she had merged herself in me. In true sense, she was my 
better half.” 


The times of India news paper reported, “Mrs. Gandhi 
_ ranks among the great women of India known to India’s 
worshipping millions simply as ‘Ba’ means mother.” 


People go to any extent to attain power, wealth and 
Strength. But for Kasturba, affection was her power; 
goodwill was her wealth and sacrifice was her strength. 
She had a deep faith, courage and unending capacity to 
Sacrifice. An extremely rare combination of independence 
and dedication can be regarded as her unique attainment. 
The moment she understood Gandhiji’s views on an 
issue, she followed it with complete devotion. She never 
desired honour, prestige or recognition in her life. She 
attained fulfilment in life by being a silent partner of 
Gandhiji. The strength that she gave silently to Gandhiji 
is her priceless contribution. This contribution of her 
deserves accolades and recognition. 
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Important life incidents of Kashurba 


1869 
1876 
1888 


1896 


1807 
1904 


1909 


25, O53 


1916 
Loi 


1920 


Kasturba Kapadia was born in April at Porbander 
Married to Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
Gandhi leaves to England to study law, Kasturba 
agrees to mortgage her jewellery unhesitatingly 
December, Kasturba Gandhi leaves for South 
Africa along with family. | 
Mohandas Gandhi is attacked by a mob. 
Kasturba realises how prominent her husband 
has become in South Africa. 

March, Outbreak of bubonic plague in the Indian 
settlement of Johannesburg. Kasturba joins the 
relief works. : 

March 11, Kasturba Gandhi sends a message to 
Indian women’s meeting in Johannesburg: “Had 
| wings | would fly to the meeting.” A letter is 
published in the press signed by Kasturba and 
four other women. 

Gandhi’s ashram in Kochrab, Gujarat with © 
Kasturba. 

M.K. Gandhi starts travelling throughout India 
and Kasturba travels along with him whenever 
possible. 

Kasturba joins M.K. Gandhi in Champaran and 
works with farmers’ wives and daughters. She 
involves in a district-wide sanitation campaign. 
Kasturba becomes in charge of the Sabarmati 
ashram and learns spinning and weaving. 
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1921 


1922 


1930 


193} 


1932 


1933 


1933 
1934 


1936 


M.K Gandhi presides over a bonfire of foreign 
cloth in Bombay. Kasturba willingly burns her 
favourite sari, made of foreign cloth. 

March 23, Kasturba dictates an appeal published 
in Young India to give up foreign cloth , to spin 
and produce yarn and stop trading in foreign 
goods. 

Kasturba involves actively in civil disobedience 
campaign. 

Indian women.in South Africa donate money to 
Kasturba in support of her work against foreign 


_ goods. 


Kasturba Gandhi is arrested in new civil 
disobedience campaign and sentenced six weeks 
in prison ( Over the next two years, she was 
arrested and taken to jail for another five times). 
Kasturba Gandhi represents her husband at the 
opening of an anti-Untouchability conference in 
Madras. From there, she went on a tour of the 
region to plead for Harijan rights. 

Kasturba Gandhi is arrested and sent back to 
jail presumably for disregarding a government 
warning to refrain from civil disobedience. 

July, Disbanding of the Sabarmati Ashram. 
June, Kasturba and M.K. Gandhi were riding 
in a car to the municipal hall in Poona, when 
someone threw a homemade bomb at the car. 

A new ashram is founded and named Sevagram. 
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1939 


1942 


August 9 


1944 


January, Kasturba leaves for Rajkot to support 
women protesting against the rule of the Thakore, 
February 3, Kasturba is arrested, and kept in 
solitary confinement. 

February 6, M.K. Gandhi pays tribute to his 
wife’s courage by publishing “Why Kasturba 
Gandhi?” in Harijan newspaper. 

August, M.K. Gandhi and Kasturba leave for 
Bombay for the All-India Congress Committee. 
Kasturba Gandhi goes to Shivaji Park to address 
a mass meeting instead of her husband and is 
arrested. 

January, Kasturba suffers two heart attacks. 
February 22, Kasturba dies in detention at Aga 
Khan Palace at age of seventy-four. 
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Important life incidents of Gandhiji 


Birth at Porbandar 2.10.1869 
Marriage with Kasturba 1881 
Completed Matriculation 1887 
Traveled to England for Education 1888 
Admit as Baristar 1891 
Return to India from England 1891 
Travel to South Africa by Ship 1893 

Travel around India | 1896 - 1901 
Took leadership of Indian Ambulance in 

Boyar war and Julu rebellion 1899-1906 
Participated in Indian National Congress Meet 1901 
Started Indian Opinion News paper 1903 
Established Phoenix Ashrama 1904 

Took a vow of Celibacy 1906 
Travelled to England 1906-1909 
First imprisonment in South Africa 1908 
Established Tolstoy Ashrama 1910 
Historic Satyagraha in South Africa 1913 
Return to India é | 1915 
Established Sabarmati Ashrama L915 
Movement opposing tax in Kheda 1918 
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 1919 
Starts Young India and Navajeevan papers 1919 

Non Co-peration Movement 1921 
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First imprisonment in India 

Travel to propagate Khadi 

"Salt & Dandi March 

Visit to Europe and Round Table Conference 
Established Sevagrama Ashrama 

Collected funds for Harijan service 

Started Harijan Weekly 

Started Nayi Talim Education System 

Begin Quit India Movement 

Prison Life in Aagakhan Palace 


Assassination of Mahatma Gandhi 
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1922 
1927 
1930 
1931 
1933 
1933 
L933 
1937 
1942 
1942-44 
30-01-1948 
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The Places Gandhiji visited in Karnataka 


Bangalore 
Belgaum 


Bijapur (Vijayapura) 


Kasargod . 

Mangalore 

Bangalore 

Nippani, Chikkodi, Hukkeri 
Sankeswar, Belgaum 
Belgaum,Shahapur, Khanapur 
Nandagada, Halyala 
Dharwad 

Hubli, Gadag 

Sangli 

Bagalkot 

Bijapura,Sollapur 

Bellari 

Belgaum 


Gulbarga 
Nippani 


Belgaum 
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08-05-1915 


27- 04-1916 to 


1-5-1916 


05-05-1918 to 


06-05-1918 
19-08-1920 
20-08-1920 
21-08-1920 


08-11-1920 


09-11-1920 
10-11-1920 
11-11-1920 
12-11-1920 
27-05-1921 
28-05-1921 
30-09-1921 


21-12-1924 to 


30-12-1924 


22-02-1927 to 


23-02-1927 


27-03-1927 to 


31-03-1927 
01-04-1927 


18-04-1927 to 


19-04-1927 


Bangalore 


Tumkur 

Tumkur, Madhugiri 
Tumkur 

Bangalore 
Bangalore 

Mysore 


Krishnasagar, Yadatore 
Srirangaptna, Dariyadoulath 
Mysore 

Bangalore 


Klospet (Ramanagara) 
Kanakhalli (Kanakapura) 
Bangalore 

Arasikere, Hassan 
Hassan 

Hassan, Holenarasipur 
Bangalore 


Davanagere 
Harihara, Honnali 
Malebennuru 


Shimoga 
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06-06-1927 to 


13-07-1927 
14-07-1927 
15-07-1927 
16-07-1927 
17-07-1927 
18-07-1927 


19-07-1927 to 


21-07-1927 
22-07-1927 


23-07-1927 


24-07-1927 to 


30-07-1927 
31-07-1927 
01-08-1927 


02-08-1927 
03-08-1927 
04-08-1927 


05-08-1927 to 


11-08-1927 
12-08-1927 
13-08-1927 


14-08-1927 to 


15-08-1927 


Ayanuru, Kumsi, Sagar 
Shimoga 

Shimoga, Thirtahalli 
Mandagadde, Rajanuru 
Bhadravathi, Tarikere 
Birur, Kadur 
Chikkamagaluru 

Belur, Halebidu 
Arasikere, Tiptur 
Bangalore 

Hosur, Sulagiri, Krishnagiri 
Bangalore 


Hindupur, Vidhuraswattha 
Gowribidanuru 
Doddaballapura, Tumkur 
Tyamagondlu, Nelamangala 
Bangalore, Mysore 
Tagaduru, Badanawala 
Nanjanagudu, Mysore 
Mandya, Chennapatna 
Ramanagara 

Kanakapura, Bided, Kenner 
Bangalore 


Ponnampete, Hudikeri 


Virajapete, Belluru 
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16-08-1927 
17-08-1927 
18-08-1927 


19-08-1927 
20-08-1927 
21-08-1927 
22-08-1927 
24-08-1927 
25-08-1927 to 
30-08-1927 
04-01-1934 


05 -01-1934 
06-01-1934 


07-01-1934 to 
09-01-1934 


22-02-1934 
23-02-1934 


Somavarapet 

Gundukatti, Madikere 
Sampaje, Sulya, Puttur 
Uppinangadi, Vittalagabba 
Kalladka, Pane, Mangalore 
Bantwala 

Mangalore, Mangalore 
Gurupur, Bajpe, Yakkuru 
Kateelu, Kinnagoli, Mukli 
Padubidri, Katapadi, Gurupuru 
Udyavara, Udupi, Brahmavara 
Siddapura 

Kundapura 

Kundapura, Bhatkal 
Honnavara, Karavara 
Karavara, Kumata, Ankola 
Chandiya, Sirsi 

Sirsi, Siddapura 
Dasanakoppa, Isaluru 
Ekambi, Aluru 

Byadagi, Motebennuru 
Haveri, Ranebennuru 
Harihara, Davangere 
Harapanahalli, Kotturu 
Kudligi, Duggavathi 
Kanivehalli, Sonduru 
Sonduru, Bellari, Hosapet 


Bhanapura, Gadag, Jakkali, Hubli 
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23-02-1934 
24-02-1934 


25-02-1934 


26-02-1934 
27-02-1934 


28-02-1934. 


01-03-1934 


02-03-1934 


03-03-1934 


Hubli, Dharwad 
Amminabhavi, Hireullageri 
Bailahongala, Uppina 
Betageri, Soundatti 
Sampangav,Hosur, Belgaum 
Belgaum 

Belgaum 

Belgaum, Yamakanmaradi 
Hukkeri, Gokak, Sankeswara 
Navalihala, Chikkodi, Ankali 
Shedabala, Banahatti, Athani 
Bijapura, Tikota, Toravi, llakal 
Nandi hills 


Chikkaballapur, Shidlagatta 
Chintamani, Kolar 
Bangarapete, KGF 


Bangalore 


Hudali of Belgaum 
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04-03-1934 


05-03-1934 
06-03-1934 
07-03-1934 


08-03-1934 


10-05-1936 to 
30-05-1936 


31-05-1936 


01-06-1936 to 
12-06-1936 
16-04-1937 to 
21-04-1937 
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Truth 

Ahimsa or Love 
Non-Stealing 
Brahmacharya or Chastity 
Non-Possession 

Physical Labour 

Control on the Palate 
Fearlessness 

Equality of Religion 
Swadeshi 


Removal of Untouchability 


Seven Social Sins 


Politics without Principles 
Wealth without Work 
Pleasure without Conscience 
Education without Character 


Commerce without Morality 
Science without Humanity 


Worship without Sacrifice 


~ TDS, TOODCes 
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Communal Unity 

Removal of Untouchability 
Prohibition | 
Khadi 

Other village industries 
Village Sanitation 

Basic Education 

Adult Education 

Women Empowerment 
Hygiene & Health Education 
Provincial Languages 
National Language 
Economic Equality 
Empowerment of Farmers 
Empowerment of Labours 
Tribal Empowerment 
Cure of Lepracy 

Students 
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The Real duty of a wife is to complete the work undertaken by her 
husband.’ Kasturba had fully internalised and imbibed such 
value in her life. 'Ba never came in the way of decision for leading 
a life of purity and piety. There might be some differences in 
terms of capabilities, but our life was one of contentment and 
happiness with a constant feeling of spiritual upliftment. This is 
my firm view. If ever | have to choose someone for being my wife, | 
would still prefer to choose Ba as my wife. She was free from 
guile, selfless, devoted with limitless faith. | did not find another 
exemplary life like her. Both in our marriage and in my life's 
Struggle she stood like a rock by my side. She was totally devoted - 
to the causes | undertook. One could hardly find another perfect 
person like her. She turned out to be my guru in the practice of 
non-violence.’ Bapu and such a glowing tribute to Ba's memory 
after her death. 


- Mahatma Gandhi 
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